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Inquiry about Fujisan
- sacred place and source of artistic inspiration

Draft Vision for World Cultural Heritage, “Fujisan”

- To Pass on its “Sacredness” and “Beauty” to Future Generations -

(Response to Comments and Recommendations of UNESCO
World Heritage Committee)
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1 Preamble
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a.

Fujisan, Japan’s highest peak, is the beautiful conical
stratovolcano representative and symbolic of Japan. Its
majestic, sublime shape nurtured the spiritual attitudes of
Japanese people toward the nature and the art and culture
unique to Japan. It has been a spiritual center for Japanese
people through the long history of Japan. Together with the
sacred and beautiful shape, the awe toward the fire-erupting
sacred mountain inspired the feeling of respect and
admiration toward Fujisan in the minds of many people.
Eventually, Fujisan came to be known by many people
around the world through the works of Ukiyo-e wood block
prints by Katsushika Hokusai and Utagawa Hiroshige.
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. Recognizing the above-mentioned value of Fujisan, the World

Heritage Committee at its 37" session in 2013 (hereinafter
referred to as “World Heritage Committee”) inscribed
“Fujisan — Sacred Place and Source of Artistic Inspiration”
(hereinafter referred to as “Fujisan”) on the UNESCO World
Heritage List as a cultural heritage property. Adopting the
decision for inscription, the World Heritage Committee made
comments and recommendations to Japan for the future
improvement of the state of conservation, requesting the
submission of a state of conservation report by 1 February
2016.
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We, the people of Japan, need to accept these comments,
recommendations, and requests sincerely. No efforts should
be spared to address issues for improvement and respond to
the requests, so that we can fulfil international responsibility
to pass the Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan as
“treasure of the world” on to future generations.
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d. The landscapes of Fujisan record a long history of people who

lived there, making livelihoods based on the natural
landform, spring water, and plants. It includes the wisdom of
people who confronted Fujisan as a volcano and co-existed
with it. In relation to the comments, recommendations, and
requests of the World Heritage Committee, it is necessary to
present the concepts and methods for preservation and
utilization with all of such characteristics of the landscapes of
Fujisan in perspective, while “object of worship” and “source
of artistic inspiration” are the aspects at the core.
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In the process of showing the roadmap for solution to
problems and taking actions in practice, it is essential that
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government organizations and other relevant organizations
should take the lead in making the utmost efforts to enable
each one of the people of Japan, including local residents, to
participate in and contribute to the measures for the
preservation and utilization of Fujisan, with information
shared closely and mutually and also with roles allocated
appropriately. It is our conviction that it is through such
process that we can transmit to the world the measures for
the preservation and utilization of the World Cultural
Heritage, Fujisan.
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. In light of the above, it is with the resolution of all the people

of Japan, including but not limited to those who live on
Fujisan and at its mountain foot, that the Fujisan World
Cultural Heritage Council hereby adopts the “Vision for
World Cultural Heritage, Fujisan”.
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2 Background up to the Inscription Decision (with Comments,

Recommendations, and Requests)
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. The World Heritage Committee adopted the “Statement of

Outstanding Universal Value” when it decided to inscribe
Fujisan on the World Heritage List, clearly stating that its
value as a World Cultural Heritage property is based on two
aspects.
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. Fujisan has characteristics of the mountain as an “object of

worship”, to the top of which many people try to climb; at
the same time, it has characteristics as the “source of artistic
inspiration” which inspired various works of literature and
art and even influenced European art, particularly through the
Ukiyo-e wood block prints by Katsushika Hokusai and
Utagawa Hiroshige in the latter half of the 19" century. The
Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan is the unity of both
aspects.
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. The area of Fujisan as a World Cultural Heritage consists of

25 component parts, including (i) “Fujisan Mountain Area”,
(ii) several “ascending routes” and a group of “Sengen-jinja
Shinto shrines” in the mountain foot that served as the
starting points of the ascending routes, (iii) “lava tree molds”,
“lakes and ponds”, “waterfalls”, and “pine tree grove” in the
mountain area and the mountain foot, which were revered as
spiritual spots, and (iv) “viewpoints” of the “Fujisan
Mountain Area”. They are widely distributed, centering on (i)
the “Fujisan Mountain Area”, from the mountaintop to the
mountain foot; it is therefore extremely important to make
their inter-relationships clearly recognizable from both
aspects of “object of worship” and “source of artistic
inspiration” for the purpose of passing its Outstanding
Universal Value as one whole to future generations.
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. On the other hand, in the process of nominating Fujisan for

inscription as a cultural heritage property on the World
Heritage List, the understanding of the cultural value of
Fujisan spread and the measures for its conservation made
great progress. As was the case with Historic Site, Fujisan,
and Place of Scenic Beauty, Fuji Five Lakes, candidate
component parts that had not been protected by the Law for
the Protection of Cultural Properties became designated by
the national government of Japan as Cultural Properties.
Also, with regard to the Place of Scenic Beauty and Natural
Monument, Shiraito no Taki waterfalls, and the Natural
Monument, Oshino Hakkai springs, the state of their
surrounding environments were improved. Efforts such as
periodical cleaning and public announcement to climbers and
other visitors for better manners have resulted in an increased
number of people bringing trash back. The planned
installation of environmentally-conscious toilets has made
steady progress. As a result, the situations of trash and human
waste in the mountain area has improved.

F. BRINEFOEBO FIE L IR IED II/NEDTZIR -
BrEowEbER, T A O L LHAGES® &
FUO ML (22T 1) ICBWTEESEE S
BIRRDO GRS NG/ LE | BREEDRE~DF D
REVE RETND,

e. There has been improvement on practices for the management

of ascending routes etc. and the shape and color of mountain
huts along the ascending routes. People’s awareness for
environmental conservation also has become more profound,
as is shown for example in the establishment of opportunities
for communication and consensus building at the community
level such as the Meeting for the Creation of Fuji Five Lakes
for Tomorrow.
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In light of the above-mentioned background, the World
Heritage Committee recognized the past efforts of local
communities to address issues by mentioning them in its
recommendations and, at the same time, pointed out issues
that remain to be addressed in the future, in relation to which
several comments and six recommendations were made for
their solution and/or improvement.

The comments contained in the “Statement of Outstanding

Universal Value” were related to the strengthening of control
of buildings at the mountain foot. And six recommendations
were made: (a) to put in place an overall vision, (b) to
delineate the pilgrim routes on the lower slopes of the
mountain, (c) to develop a visitor management strategy based
on researched carrying capacities for the upper access routes,
(d) to develop an overall conservation approach for the upper
access routes, (e) to develop an interpretation strategy, and
() to strengthen the monitoring indicators.
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Furthermore, the World Heritage Committee requested
Japan to submit a State of Conservation Report by the 1%
February 2016 in order to provide progress with the
development of an overall vision for the property, a visitor
management strategy, an overall conservation approach for
the upper access routes, an interpretation strategy, and a risk
management strategy and with the overall revision of the
management plan to reflect a cultural landscape approach for
examination at its 40" session in 2016.
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3 Purposes of the Vision
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a. In light of the above-mentioned background, the “Vision for

the World Cultural Heritage, Fujisan” is hereby set forth with
the following four purposes.
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b. In order to respect fully the comments and recommendations

in the decision of the 37" session of the World Heritage
Committee (37COM 8B.29) and to ensure that the
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Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan should be passed on
to future generations, the attitudes and activities for the
preservation and utilization of cultural heritage and
surrounding environments that have made progress in the
process of nomination and inscription are to be continued and
passed on to future generations with deeper penetration and
further development.
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. The two aspects of the Outstanding Universal Value, “object

of worship” and “source of artistic inspiration”, are deeply
related to the “sacredness” and “beauty” of Fujisan,
respectively. In order to maintain and enhance these two
attributes, methods and strategies for appropriate balance,
co-existence, and harmony with ascents to the summit, tours
in the mountain area, tourism and recreation at the mountain
foot are to be identified.
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. The mountain-foot area including the skirts of Fujisan has

seen the continuation of people’s lives and livelihoods over a
long period of time and also it has a long history as one of
the representative destinations of tourism and recreation of
Japan. In light of such history, desirable styles of land use are
to be projected; methods and strategies to build sustainable,
good relation between people and Fujisan without
compromising the principle of passing on the Outstanding
Universal Value of Fujisan to future generations are to be

identified.
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e. In order to realize the above-mentioned matters, efforts are to

be made to build consensus and deepen understanding not
only among the stakeholders at local society but also widely
among the people of Japan; measures for preservation and
utilization that are expected to show immediate effect are to
be implemented with certainty and measures to be realized in
the long term are to be implemented in the stepwise and
planned manner.
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4 Preservation and Management Reflecting Cultural Landscape

Approach
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a. Paragraph 47 of the “Operational Guidelines of the

Implementation of the World Heritage Convention” defines
“cultural landscapes” as “combined works of nature and of
man”. Based on this, the “management plan to reflect a
cultural landscape approach” can be defined as “finding out,
from the perspective of “harmonious co-existence between
people and nature”, what kind of relation between the 25
component parts has been maintained and evolved over a
long history up to the present with the lives and livelihoods
of local society (including tourism) in both aspects of “object
of worship” and “source of artistic inspiration” and
furthermore how these relations should be evolved and
developed in the future”. It also means presenting concepts
and methods to achieve fusion between social needs for
access to and recreation at the mountaintop, the mountain
area, and the mountain foot and the maintenance of
“sacredness” and “beauty” as aspects of Outstanding
Universal Value and to address the conflicting issues between
them in a harmonious manner.
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In light of the following three comments and/or

recommendations that the World Heritage Committee made

in its decision to inscribe Fujisan on the List, methods to
address or improve on the issues related to preservation and
utilization are to be set out clearly, based on the definition of
the “management to reflect a cultural landscape approach”
shown in section a above.
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A.To set out approaches to address fusion of conflicting
needs between “access and recreation” on the one hand and
“maintaining spiritual and aesthetic qualities” on the other
hand.

B.To set out approaches to show how the overall series can
be managed to draw together the relationships between the
component parts and their constituent elements and stresses
their links with Fujisan.

C.In light of points A and B above, to set out conservation
approaches from the perspectives of “cultural landscapes”
that pay attention to the relationships between the component
parts and their constituent elements and capture the overall
series as one whole.
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c. Monitoring indicators are to be strengthened in order to
respond to the above-mentioned comments and
recommendations, to show clearly the methods to address or
improve on issues, and keep track of the state of their
implementation accurately.

In particular, the following items related to A and B above
are inter-related and inseparable in some links. Therefore, the
methods and strategies to address or improve on them are
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5 Roles of Community
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a. In the process of implementing the methods to address or
improve on issues as set out in section 4 above and ensuring
that the Outstanding Universal Value of the heritage property
should be passed on future generations, the role that local
community plays is extremely large'. Therefore, it is
essential to keep in mind the following three points.

! The great role of local community in the protection of heritage
was stressed in the resolution of the meeting held in Kyoto in
2012 to celebrate the 40™ Anniversary of the World Heritage
Convention.
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b. It is important that the whole local community understands

the Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan and deeply
recognizes the significance of, and responsibility that comes
with, its inscription as a World Cultural Heritage property.
In particular, it is necessary to understand accurately that
there are close inter-relations through the worship of Fujisan
between the component parts that are distributed over the
mountain area and the mountain foot of Fujisan and that it is
the series as one whole that exhibits *“sacredness”,
characteristic of Fujisan as “object of worship”.
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Also, it is important to ensure that the views of Fujisan from
the two representative viewpoints, i.e. Nakanokura Pass on
the northwestern shore of Lake Motosuko and the
Mihonomatsubara pine tree grove on the northwestern shore
of Suruga Bay, and several other viewpoints should be
maintained in good condition into the future, so that the
beauty of the shape of Fujisan can be visually recognized. It
is important for many people to be able to recognize the
characteristics of Fujisan as “source of artistic inspiration”
and appreciate its value.

Based on the above-mentioned understanding, no efforts
should be spared to provide interpretation that helps people
understand the inter-relationships between the 25 component
parts or to develop the desirable environment and landscape
of the surrounding area of the property, including the buffer
zone between the component parts.
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c. In order to continue the above-mentioned efforts and measures

over a long period of time, the continuation of discussion and
practice at local community is required. It is also necessary to
ensure the sustainable provision of opportunities for diverse
discussions and practices, so that each member of local
community can participate actively in the efforts and
measures for preservation and utilization.
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d. It is important that residents who constitute local community,

various groups engaging in various projects for the
preservation and utilization of Fujisan, administrative bodies
such as local governments and national government
organizations, research institutes working on the research and
study of Fujisan, and educational organizations such as
schools can participate in and contribute to the preservation
and utilization of Fujisan effectively under appropriate
allocation of roles among the stakeholders.

Also, it is necessary that the above-mentioned organizations
should make concerted efforts to provide information and
raise awareness widely, so that visitors and climbers from
different places around Japan and from other countries can
understand their own responsibilities and roles fully and
participate in and contribute to the appropriate preservation
and utilization.

In order to realize these, the Fujisan World Cultural Heritage
Council needs to play the central role in furthering the
understanding among stakeholders and the general public
and building up the system for close information sharing and
appropriate role allocation.
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Delineation of Pilgrim Routes

1 Purpose

From the perspective of the aspect of Fujisan as “object of
worship”, the analysis and compilation of the past research
and study findings is to be made; at the same time, research
and study are to be continued to look into the matters that
have not yet been clarified, with a view to identifying the
location and delineation of the pilgrim routes and ascending
routes on the lower slopes of the mountain and also in the
mountain area that are not in use today. Furthermore, their
results will be reflected in the Interpretation Strategy etc., so
that visitors can recognize and understand the relationship
and links between the component parts through the
knowledge of the past pilgrim routes.

2 Existing State

Since the Early Modern Period, the routes of
worship-ascents and pilgrimage used to exist, through
which many ordinary people traveling to the foot of Fujisan
from different places in Japan made a tour of spiritual
places, visiting Sengen-jinja shrines, and made ascents to
the summit, passing through the upper ascending routes.
However, many of the pilgrim routes on the lower slope of
the mountain are no longer in use today or converted to
motorways; therefore, the relationship of some spiritual
places and Shinto shrines’ compounds to the upper
ascending routes has become difficult to recognize. As a
result, there is a situation in which the mutual relationship
and links between the 25 component parts cannot be easily
understood by visitors.

So far, each of Yamanashi Prefecture, Shizuoka Prefecture,
and the relevant municipal governments has been
conducting research and study related to pilgrim routes and
their results have been published in individual reports.
However, these research and study have not reached
maturity enough to be able to reveal the overall picture of
them and the entirety of Fujisan as “object of worship” in
terms of the ascending routes and pilgrim routes.

3 Issues

In order to delineate the ascending routes/pilgrim routes and
clarify the links between the component parts, it is required
to conduct research and study in the long term and feed
their results back to the Interpretation Strategy etc. in a
planned and stepwise manner. In particular, it is essential to
establish and strengthen the system for research and study
in order to ensure the continuation of long-term research
and study.

4 Policies

The following two policies are set out: “continuation of
comprehensive research and study” and “feedback to the
Interpretation Strategy”.

(1) Continuation of comprehensive research and study
/. Analysis and compilation of the findings of the past
research and study

To make a comprehensive compilation of the findings of the
past research and study that have been conducted separately
by relevant prefectural and municipal governments.
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Continuation of long—term research and study

To plan and conduct the long-term research and study,
including the study and analysis of old documents,
drawings, etc. and also the field surveys and archaeological
excavations for the remains of old roads and to compile
their findings systematically. _
/ii. Establishment and reinforcement of the system for
research and study
To establish and reinforce the system and station relevant
expert staff for research and study at Yamanashi Prefecture,
Shizuoka Prefecture, and the relevant municipal
governments.

(2) Feedback to the Interpretation Strategy

As the information on the “locations and delineation of
ascending routes and pilgrim routes” is obtained, it will be
fed back to the Interpretation Strategy in a planned and
stepwise manner.

5 Measures

(1) Measures for the continuation of comprehensive research
and study

»  The Fujisan World Heritage Centers, which will be
set up by Yamanashi Prefecture and Shizuoka
Prefecture respectively, are to play the central role
in developing and implementing a practicable plan
for the promotion of comprehensive and
interdisciplinary research and study, the preparation
and publication of reports, and the provision of
opportunities for the presentation and dissemination
of their outcomes.

»  Yamanashi Prefecture, Shizuoka Prefecture, and
Fujisan World Heritage Centers are to coordinate
the research and study conducted by the relevant
municipal governments and provide instructions and
advice to them, as necessary, from the perspective
of research and study.

»  Yamanashi Prefecture, Shizuoka Prefecture, and the
relevant municipalities are to strengthen the
institutional capacities of Fujisan World Heritage
Centers and the relevant municipal governments for
research and study.

(2) Measures for feedback to the Interpretation Strategy

»  The Fujisan World Heritage Centers is to play the
central role in training locally-rooted human
resources to be able to serve as World Heritage
guides etc. in coordination with the relevant
municipal governments and developing effective
interpretation methods, including the publication
and utilization of pamphlets, guidebooks, etc., to
help visitors and climbers to have an overview of
the locations, courses, functions, etc. of ascending
routes and pilgrim routes and to recognize and
understand the relationship and links between
component parts.

»  Yamanashi Prefecture and Shizuoka Prefecture are to
play the central role in conducting educational
seminars in coordination with schools and
organizing special exhibitions, academic
symposiums, etc. at museums and other facilities in
Yamanashi and Shizuoka Prefectures.
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Methods are to be explored, based on the up-to-date
knowledge of the “locations and delineations of
ascending routes and pilgrim routes”, to show the
routes that have become covert for a long time and
to guide visitors to them by making an integrated
and systematic installation of explanatory boards,
road signs, trails, information plazas, etc.
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Visitor Management Strategy
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1 Purpose
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The decision of the World Heritage Committee recommends
Japan to “[d]evelop a visitor management strategy based on
researched carrying capacities for the upper access routes”.
Therefore, from the perspective of maintaining and
enhancing the dual aspects of Fujisan as “object of worship”
and “source of artistic inspiration”, research and study on
the upper access routes are to be conducted in order to
examine the existing state and problems. Furthermore,
based on their outcomes, “carrying capacities for the upper
access routes” within which the desirable style of Fujisan
ascents can be achievable are to be set out and the Visitor
Management Strategy is to be developed, including the
planned and stepwise process of its realization.
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2 Existing State
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The number of climbers in the summer season reached
approx. 320,000 in 2012, the year before the inscription on
the World Heritage List; however, in 2014, the number
decreased to approx. 240,000, equal to the level back in
1997, since there were few days of fine weather in the
weekends and the mid-July festival season when many
people usually visit Fujisan and also because the restriction
on private vehicles going to the fifth station was imposed
for a longer period than the previous years.

On Fujisan, the improvement of mountain huts, ascending
routes, and relevant visitor facilities is making progress;
however, the basic principles and policies for future visitor
management to minimize the impact on Fujisan as a World
Cultural Heritage property are yet to be shared as the
common understanding, nor were the past countermeasures
sufficient.
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3 Issues
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It is necessary to make an objective consolidation and
analysis of the existing state through research and survey, to
set out “carrying capacities for the upper access routes”, and
to develop the Visitor Management Strategy, including the
planned and stepwise process of its realization.
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4 Policies
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Firstly, the “desirable style of Fujisan ascents”, which aims
at the fusion between “provision of access and recreation”
and “maintenance of sacredness and beauty” is to be
defined; then, the three policies of “research and setting of
carrying capacities”, “implementation of measures based on
carrying capacities” and “review of carrying capacities and
measures” are set out.

These two policies are targeted mainly for the upper access
routes; however, the whole component parts and constituent
elements in the mountain area and at the mountain foot are

also kept in the scope, as appropriate.
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(1) Research and setting of carrying capacities

10

The present climbing style, which originates from
worship-ascents by many ordinary people, inherits the
characteristics of the cultural tradition of Fujisan ascents
and exhibits aspects leading to the Outstanding Universal
Value of Fujisan as “object of worship”. Therefore, the
“desirable style of Fujisan ascents” is to be defined from the
perspective of maintaining and enhancing both of the
“object of worship” (sacredness) and “source of artistic
inspiration” (beauty).
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(1) “Object of worship”: The cultural traditions of Fujisan
ascents originating from the 17% century is inherited.

The “inheritance of the cultural traditions of Fujisan ascents
originating from the 17th century” is nothing other than the
“achievement of safe ascents in the summer season, which
are made to see the sunrise near the summit, taking an
overnight rest at a mountain hut on the way, resulting in the
deepening of the climbers’ understanding not only of the
characteristics of mountain huts having spiritual
significance, but also of the component parts and constituent
elements in the mountain area and at the mountain foot”.

(i7) “Source of artistic inspiration”: Good views in the process

of ascents are maintained.

The “maintenance of good views in the process of ascents”
is nothing other than the “efforts to reduce the impact of
mountain huts, disaster prevention facilities, etc. along the
ascending routes or the impact of erosion, vegetation
change, etc. on views and/or to improve those views”.
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(2) Implementation of measures based on carrying capacities

In order to strike a balance between the conservation and
utilization of Fujisan into the future under the common
understanding and recognition of the stakeholders, “carrying
capacities for the upper access routes” which will achieve
the “desirable style of Fujisan ascents” are to be researched
and set.
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(3) Review of carrying capacities and measures

Based on the outcomes of the research on “carrying
capacities for the upper access routes”, measures are to be
implemented for the progress and enhancement of visitor
management such as the mitigation of the visitor
concentrations in specific peak periods, while specific
problems are addressed as appropriate.

Observation of the change of the current circumstance and
problem is to be continuous, and the evaluation and review
of carrying capacities and corresponding measures are to be
repeated.
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5 Measures
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(1) Research and review of “carrying capacities for the upper
access routes”
® To carry out survey on the movements, activities, and
opinions of visitors (climbers) of the mountain area
higher than the fifth station in the summer season on
a continual basis.
® To implement research (analysis) of “carrying
capacities for the upper access routes” in three years,
and set out indicators (item, desirable level) from
multi-dimensional perspectives including number of
climbers per day
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(2)Implementation of measures based on carrying capacities
At this point in time, the following measures are being
implemented with a view to staying within the “carrying
capacities for the upper access routes”.

(i) Mitigation of the visitor concentrations in specific peak
periods
® To shorten the operation hours of shuttle bus service

between the parking at the mountain foot and the
fifth station; and

11
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® To guide visitors to the component parts in the
mountain foot in close coordination with the
Interpretation Strategy.

(ii) Awareness—raising

® Information on the status of congestion and
reservation of mountain huts at each ascending route
is to be disseminated; climbers are to be called upon
to refrain from making “bullet” ascents; information
for safe climbing including the clothing and
equipment is to be provided; and awareness-raising
activities are to be conducted to improve the manners
of climbers, including requests to bring back trash.

(iii)Restriction of private vehicles

® To implement the restriction of private vehicles
going to the fifth station (entry) of ascending routes.

(iv) User payment system

® To introduce and implement surely the system of
“Fujisan Conservation Cooperation Fee”, which
requests climbers to cooperate to pay a voluntary fee,
and to promote projects to conserve the natural
environment of Fujisan and ensure the safety of
climbers.
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(3) Review of carrying capacities and measures

12

Every five years or so, “carrying capacities for the upper
access routes” are to be evaluated and reviewed in order to
respond to changes in the existing state and issues. At the
same time, the effectiveness and sustainability of measures
are also to be evaluated and reviewed in order to achieve the
steady progress and improvement.
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Overall Conservation Approach for the Upper Access

Routes

1 Purpose

In order to maintain the characteristics of Fujisan as “sacred
place” and “source of artistic inspiration,”, and in the light
of the fact that the “ascending routes” that connect
worship-ascents and pilgrims and the “mountain huts” that
are facilities to support climbers have their origin of raison
d’étre in the “worship-ascents” as religious practices and
also that the “tractor” roads are necessary and indispensable
for the operation of mountain huts and the transportation of
injured or sick people in need of urgent medical treatment,
comprehensive conservation and management are to be
promoted, paying attention to harmonious and
complementary relations among these three elements
(ascending routes, mountain huts, and tractor roads).

2 Existing State

(1)Ascending routes

Shizuoka Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture are
continually undertaking the appropriate maintenance work
of the ascending routes by making inspections through
patrols and conducting repair and maintenance work, using
local materials.

In addition, when manmade structures such as stone-fall
protection works are installed or repaired, Shizuoka
Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture make efforts to adopt
the shape and design in harmony with the surrounding
landscapes.

(2)Mountain huts

As part of the park project based on the Park Plan of the
Fuji-Hakone-lzu National Park (Fujisan District) under the
Natural Parks Law, private entities permitted by the
Ministry of the Environment have set up and operate
mountain huts. With regard to the shape and design of the
facilities signs, etc. at the mountain huts, due consideration
is to be paid to scenic landscapes based on the Park Plan
and guidelines for signs, etc.

Also, the toilets installed at the mountain huts are not only
for the guests of the mountain huts but also serve as public
toilets. As almost ten years have passed since the existing
environmentally-friendly toilets were installed with the
subsidy from the government, it is anticipated that the
reduction in capacity would occur and maintenance needs
would increase in the future. Therefore, discussion is
underway by Shizuoka Prefecture to explore maintenance
methods with the aim of increasing the treatment capacity
and reducing maintenance burdens.

Tractor roads

Tractor roads are the freight roads that have been used by
the associations of mountain huts owners and operators in
order to transport goods that are necessary for the operation
of mountain huts. In addition to the transportation of goods,
they have functions as the important and highly public
lifeline, including the emergency transportation of injured
and sick people.

Also, efforts have been made to reduce environmental
impacts by minimizing the frequency of the operation of
vehicles to a necessary minimum.

13
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3 Issues

Since the ascending routes and mountain huts have their
origin of raison d’étre in worship-ascents as religious
practices and tractor roads are necessary and indispensable
for the operation of mountain huts etc., these three elements
are closely related to each other.

Nevertheless, harmonious and complementary relations
between them are not respected in the conservation of these
three elements at present.

(1)Ascending routes

There are some places on Fujisan where the geological
stability of the slope is low; while erosion from rains,
storms, and snow melting is progressing, there are some
places affected by the climbing acts of visitors. On the other
hand, there are places where the impact of the climbing acts
of visitors is not likely to happen, such as the section of the
Yoshida Ascending Route higher than the seventh station
running on the slope of robust lava surface.

Therefore, research and analysis on the impact of erosion
caused by visitors are to be continued and the consideration
(study) of strengthening the effective conservation measures
that meet the specific geological conditions of eroded spots.
Also, it is necessary to select the materials and engineering
methods of man-made structures such as stone fall
prevention walls to protect the roads and ascending routes,
so that they would not damage the sacred atmosphere and
good views of Fujisan.

(2)Mountain huts

At present, based on the standards for the exterior looks of
facilities and signs, efforts are being made to mitigate
negative impact on scenic landscapes. However, further
measures to improve landscapes are needed based on
consultation and discussion among the relevant
stakeholders.

(3)Tractor roads
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It is technically difficult to make a complete conversion
from tractors to other options such as helicopters due to
climate conditions etc. Also for safety reasons, it is difficult
to change the routes of tractor roads. Therefore, it is
required to select appropriate materials and engineering
methods from the perspectives of the natural environment,
the sacred atmosphere, and the good views from ascending
routes.

4 Policies

In order to respect the harmonious and complementary

relationship between the ascending routes and mountain
huts, which have their origins of reason d’étre in
worship-ascents as religious activities, and the tractor roads
that are necessary and indispensable for the operation of
mountain huts etc., the following two policies are set out:
“implementation of the Visitor Management Strategy” and
“selection of materials and engineering methods in
consideration of scenic landscapes etc.”

(1)Implementation of the Visitor Management Strategy
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To ensure the implementation of measures in the Visitor
Management Strategy to promote the “desirable style of
Fujisan ascents” in order to reduce the impact of physical

_damage caused by visitors to the ascending routes.
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(2)Selection of materials and engineering methods in
consideration of scenic landscapes etc.
To select appropriate materials and engineering methods in
consideration of the natural environment, the sacred
atmosphere, and good views from ascending routes at all
times for the purposes of the conservation of ascending
routes.

5 Measures

(1)Measures to ensure the implementation of the Visitor
Management Strategy
Shizuoka Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture will play the
central role in reducing the physical damage caused by
visitors to the ascending routes and the sacredness of
Fujisan by taking measures to alleviate the concentrations of
visitors in specific periods based on the consensus of local
society.

(2)Measures for the selection of materials and engineering
methods in consideration of scenic landscapes etc.

(i)Ascending routes

»  Shizuoka Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture are
continually to monitor the condition of
erosion-damaged points on the ascending routes
through patrols and improve maintenance work by
integrating the good practice of using appropriate
materials and  engineering  methods into
maintenance and repair work.

»  Shizuoka Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture are to
decide, in consideration of the professional
knowledge of various fields, on the materials and
engineering methods to mitigate the adverse impact
upon the exterior looks of man-made structures such
as stone-fall prevention walls, and put them into
practice.

(ii)Mountain huts

»  Relevant stakeholders will work together to obtain a
thorough understanding of the existing state of
exterior looks of facilities, signs, etc. and analyse
the degree of their impact upon scenic landscapes.

» Relevant stakeholders will work together to take
measures to improve the mountain huts in terms of
the exterior looks of facilities, signs, etc. for the
purpose of maintaining the sacred atmosphere and
enhancing harmony with scenic landscapes.

(iii)Tractor roads

»  Relevant stakeholders will work together to obtain a
thorough understanding of the existing state of
tractor roads etc., and analyse the degree of their
impact upon scenic landscapes.

»  To continue consultation and discussion in order for
relevant stakeholders to work together to take
actions such as the effective operation of freight
vehicles and the introduction of low-noise and
low-emission vehicles with a view to reducing
impact on the natural environment and ensuring
harmony with scenic landscapes.

15
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Interpretation Strategy
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1 Purpose

In order to ensure that the Outstandlng ‘Universal Value of

Fujisan should be passed on to future generations,
interpretation is to be made, reflecting the outcomes of
research and study on the delineation of the pilgrimage
routes, so that visitors can easily perceive and understand
each of the component parts as part of the whole property or

TH MRt A17To, part of the pilgrimage routes in the upper and lower
mountain slopes.
2 1] K 2EX|st|ng State

B 5 Tl WS R PE O BRI - DR 30 I DU
THAREICEBIL T2 T Ly MEDRFELRWZ, 3K
Sh B S S RS PE R B O BRI - D72 AN A A
SETCRITF AT BT, BRSO N0 R BfiE T 572
O IVFA Y DI M OB TN BETH D,

S i1 =Y AN I N =t e I N Nl 5 R Y 1 72
it PR M ORI ZE DR BEZ DR R D LA i %
LTy 8 bl OB e 2 — O R ik K UGl B %k
DOFETIZ AT TEEEED TS,

‘Because currently a clear presentatlon of relatlonshlp ‘and
links between the component parts is not given in
interpretation tools such as pamphlets, visitors have to
assemble the component parts with their inter-relationship
and links by themselves, which takes a significant time and
efforts.

Shizuoka Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture are working
toward the construction of Fujisan World Heritage Centers
and the establishment of organizations to operate them as
central facilities that have functions both for interpretation
of Fujisan and for conservation, research, and study.
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3 Issues

It is necessary to explore comprehenswe “methods of
interpretation, such as the publication and distribution of
information materials to help visitors easily recognize and
understand mutual relationship between the component
parts and the installation of signboards and road signs to
guide visitors to pilgrim routes in the lower slope of the
mountain.

In particular, in order to make appropriate interpretation, it
is important not only to establish the system for research,
study, and capacity building, in which Fujisan World
Heritage Centers play the central role in coordination with
museums and relevant municipal governments, but also to
put in place the system to provide interpretation service,
incorporating the outcomes of research and study, in
coordination with relevant facilities such as the Mount Fuji
Research Institute (Yamanashi Prefectural Government) and
other museums concerned.
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4 Policies

The following two policies are set out: “promotion of
research and study and feedback of their outcomes” and
“implementation of appropriate interpretation”.
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(1)Promotion of research and study and feedback of their

16

outcomes
(1)Promotion of research and study
To promote research and study on Fujisan, centering on

Fujisan World Heritage Centers in coordination with
museums and relevant municipal governments.

(ii)Feedback of the outcomes of research and study

To accumulate the outcomes of research and study
systematically and contribute to presentation and
interpretation.
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(2)Implementation of appropriate interpretation

(i)Contents of interpretation

To convey the Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan and
provide information on conservation efforts at the same
time.

(ii)Establishment of the system for interpretation and
capacity building

To proceed with the construction of Fujisan World Heritage
Centers and the establishment of organizations to operate
them as central facilities for interpretation and to train
World Heritage guides etc. as locally-rooted human
resources.

(iii)Methods of interpretation

To develop effective interpretation methods both in
hardware and software in line with the above-mentioned
policies.
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(1)Measures to reflect the outcomes of research and study

()Implementation of research and study

»  To establish the system for research and study so that
comprehensive study can be made for the
delineation of pilgrim routes etc., make a long-term
plan of research and study, and promote
interdisciplinary research and study.

» To conduct surveys to study visitors’ awareness in
order to understand the degree of visitors’
recognition and understanding of the Outstanding
Universal Value of Fujisan.

(ii)Feedback of the outcomes of research and study

»  To promote the accumulation and utilization of the
collected documents and the outcomes of research
and study and to consider building a database of the
outcomes of research and study as an effective
measure for that purpose.
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(2)Measures for appropriate interpretation
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(i)Contents of interpretation

a. Transmission of Outstanding Universal Value

To guide visitors not only to the upper mountain area but
also to the component parts in the mountain foot by
promoting visitors’ recognition and understanding about the
relation between the component parts that will have been
found as a result of the work to identify the historical
courses of pilgrimage routes and explaining that interactions
between nature (Fujisan) and people gave birth to unique
worship and inspired excellent and diverse works of art,
with attention to the style and historical change of Fujisan
worship.
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b. Conservation measures

To broadcast the state of congestion at each ascending route
and the state of reservation/vacancy of mountain huts,
discourage people from attempting “bullet climbing”
(night-time ascents without taking sufficient rests before
climbing), provide information for safe climbing such as the
appropriate climbing wear, and other matters that climbers
should keep in mind, and to make a public announcement
about climbers’ manners, calling them on to bring back
trash, for example.
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(ii)Establishment of the system for interpretation and
capacity building

Shizuoka Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture are to
construct Fujisan World Heritage Centers as the central

facilities for interpretation, station staff in charge of
projects and activities at the centers, provide interpretation
in coordination with other relevant facilities such as
museums, and train World Heritage guides etc. as
locally-rooted human resources.
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(iii)Methods of interpretation

To make available pamphlets etc. illustrating the
relationship between the component parts, organize lectures
and seminars at schools, special exhibitions and academic
seminars at museums etc., and explore methods to guide
visitors to the component parts in the mountain foot.
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Risk Management Strategy

1 Purpose

To protect the component parts of the World Herltage
property from disasters such as volcanic eruption and fires
as well as the lives and the properties of visitors and
residents.

2 Existing State
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Although ICOMOS pointed out in its evaluation report that
there is no disaster plan, Yamanashi Prefecture, Shizuoka
Prefecture, and relevant municipal governments do have the
“regional disaster prevention plan” that contains plans for
disaster prevention, emergency disaster response, recovery,
and reconstruction, according to the temporal series from
the pre-disaster stage, the disaster occurrence stage to the
post-disaster stage, in order to protect the lives and
properties of residents. They also conduct disaster
prevention drills on a continual basis.

Furthermore, in addition to the above-mentioned “regional
disaster prevention plan”, with respect to the Cultural
Properties that constitute the World Heritage property, the
Agency for Cultural Affairs has established the “Disaster
Prevention Plan for the Cultural Properties, Agency for
Cultural Affairs” and Shizuoka Prefecture has also
established the “Cultural Properties Disaster Prevention
Manual”. Based on the Plan and Manual, the relevant
municipal governments and other related organizations
within two prefectures have been engaging in activities to
prevent disasters, recover from disasters, and ensure the
protection of the lives and the physical safety of visitors at
interpretation facilities etc.

(1)Measures to respond to volcanic eruption

With regard to the volcanic eruption of Fujisan, the “Basic
Framework of \olcano Wide-Area Disaster
Countermeasures for Mt Fuji” was made in 2006 by the
Central Disaster Management Council, which consists of all
the ministers of Japan, including the prime minister, and
academic experts. Based on the “Report of the Committee
for the Discussion of Mt Fuji Hazard Map”, which was
published in 2004, Yamanashi Prefecture, Shizuoka
Prefecture, and the relevant municipal governments have
added the “volcano disaster prevention plan of Fujisan”,
mainly addressing evacuation measures in case of the
volcanic eruption of Fujisan, to the “regional disaster
prevention plan”.

Furthermore, in February 2014, Yamanashi Prefecture,
Shizuoka Prefecture, Kanagawa Prefecture, relevant
municipal governments, etc. established the “Wide-Area
Evacuation Plan for Mt Fuji Volcano”, determining the area
where evacuation is needed, the number of people who need
to be evacuated, evacuation destinations, staged evacuation
plans, etc. Also, the two prefectures and the relevant
municipal governments have been conducting Fujisan
disaster prevention drills since then.

(2)Measures to storms, flooding, landslides, earthquakes, fires,

etc.

The “regional disaster prevention plan” sets out disaster
prevention plans for different types of disaster, including
not only volcano disasters but also storms, floods,
earthquakes, and large-scale fire. Disaster prevention drills

_have been conducted continually so far.
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3 Issues
Measures to ensure the protection of lives and the physical
safety of visitors can never be enough. Also, measures for
the conservation of component parts need reviewing and
strengthening.

4 Policies
Yamanashi Prefecture, Shizuoka Prefecture, and the relevant
municipal governments play the central role in raising the
awareness of visitors about the regional disaster prevention
plan. Also, they will review plans for the conservation of
individual component parts to strengthen disaster prevention
measures.

5 Measures

(1)Volcanic eruption and associated disasters

Based on the “Wide-Area Evacuation Plan for Mt Fuji
Volcano” of February 2014, relevant plans are to be verified
based on the lessons learned as a result of disaster
prevention drills. The target people for evacuation will be
evacuated as smoothly as possible in case of volcanic
eruption.

Also, as a measure to minimize damage from volcanic
eruption, the national government and Yamanashi Prefecture
are to install monitoring cameras etc. and develop the
“Emergency Disaster Damage Reduction Plan for Volcanic
Eruption of Mt Fuji” in coordination with Shizuoka
Prefecture.

(2)Landslides and stone falls

/ Construction of facilities to prevent erosion—caused
disasters

At the “Osawakuzure” erosion area and other slope-collapse
prone areas on the mountain body and at the mountain foot,
measures to control erosion and prevent the collapse of the
mountain slope are to be taken together with the installation
of sediment control dams and sand retention fields to
prevent debris-flow disasters, in consideration of scenic
landscapes.

/i Landslides and stone falls

In order to prevent erosion, the cutting of trees etc. is
restricted; in order to protect climbers and visitors from
stone falls etc., facilities such as training levees, protection
walls, and protection fences are to be installed, in
consideration of scenic landscapes.

(3)Earthquakes
Based on the “Shizuoka Prefecture Action Programme 2013
for Countermeasures against Earthquakes and Tsunamis”,
measures against earthquakes and tsunamis are to be
reinforced and strengthened both in hardware and software.
Also, based on the regional disaster prevention plan,
countermeasures against earthquakes are to be promoted.

(4)Fires
/ Mountain fires

Awareness-raising campaigns to prevent mountain fires are
to be undertaken thoroughly in coordination with relevant
.. municipal governments and other organizations. . . ..

20
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/i Prescribed fires

Prescribed fires are necessary to eradicate harmful insects
and prevent wild fires. When prescribed fires are applied,
the safety of workers is to be ensured and the spread of fire
is to be prevented based on the good practice guidelines or
the safety measures manual.

(5)Safety of visitors in the mountain area
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Further work will be continued to discuss disaster
prevention plans to ensure the safety of visitors in the
mountain area.

(6)Disaster at the component parts in the mountain foot

21

Measures for disaster prevention and recovery of buildings
designated as Cultural Properties as well as those for the
safety of people visiting them are to be taken based on the
“Disaster Prevention Plan for the Cultural Properties,
Agency for Cultural Affairs” and the “Cultural Properties
Disaster Prevention Manual”.
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Development Control

1 Purpose

Desirable styles of future land uses are to be explored,
building upon the historical developments of land use styles
at the mountain foot, through the process of consensus
building among the diverse stakeholders of local society
about how Fujisan should be; a balance between
conservation and development is to be achieved in order to
build sustainable, good relation between people and Fujisan,
while ensuring as a matter of principle that the Outstanding
Universal Value of Fujisan should be passed to future
generations.

2 Existing State

(1)Component parts

The protection of the component parts and constituent
elements is ensured by control measures under at least one
of the following national laws of Japan: the Act for the
Protection of Cultural Properties, the Natural Parks Law,
and the Law on the Administration and Management of
National Forests.

To be more specific, with regard to the Fujisan mountain
area, spiritual sites, pilgrimage destinations, and ascending
routes as “places of worship-ascent and pilgrimage”, which
are related to the aspect of “object of worship” and the
“viewpoints” related to the aspect of “source of artistic
inspiration”, their preservation and management are ensured
and implemented under the Act for the Protection of
Cultural Properties. With regard to the “views”, which are
related to the aspect of “source of artistic inspiration”, their
preservation and management are ensured and implemented
under one of the Act for the Protection of Cultural
Properties, the Natural Parks Law, or the Law on the
Administration and Management of National Forests.

(2)Buffer zone

Within the buffer zone, efforts are made to ensure
conservation and address issues through the appropriate
enforcement and implementation of the same laws as
applied to the component parts and also other laws such as
the City Planning Act, the Landscape Act, and municipal
governments’ ordinances including those enacted under
these national laws and those enacted independently based
on the policies of municipal governments.

3 Issues

22
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Legally-binding control of activities to respond to the

development pressures and the needs for recreational and
commercial uses within the buffer zone vary in terms of the
controlled activities and the strength of control, among
different areas due to the specific historical backgrounds of
land use styles at these places in the mountain foot.

As a result, there remain regions where pressures that
obstruct the visual and functional links between individual
component parts and Fujisan are not fully under control;
therefore, it is necessary to consider countermeasures.

In addition, among the development pressures that are
difficult to put under control with the existing laws and
regulations, those that would affect the Outstanding
Universal Value of Fujisan such as the installation of
large-scale photovoltaic power generation facilities
(“mega-solar” facilities) need to be addressed through
exploration of new control measures.

4 Policies

The following two policies are set out: “measures to control -
development pressures within the buffer zone” and
“measures to address specific issues”.

(1)Measures to control development pressures within the

buffer zone

Measures are to be taken, for the area subjected to the
relatively weak control of activities, to achieve the
regulatory effect comparable to that in the area where the
strong control of development pressures is in place, so that
the links between individual component parts and Fujisan
can be maintained.

In addition, efforts are to be made to build consensus among
various stakeholders of local society and also to review the
administrative procedures under the relevant laws and
regulations in order to strike an appropriate balance between
land use and conservation in consideration of the specific
historical backgrounds of different places.

Also, measures are to be taken to call on individual project
undertakers to show understanding for social responsibility
in relation to the conservation of the Outstanding Universal
Value of Fujisan and at the same time to enhance the public
awareness to be able to build the momentum for the entire
society to share and conserve its value.

(2)Measures to address specific issues

Measures to respond to specific issues are to be sorted out
between those that can be implemented in the short term
and those to be implemented in the medium term or long
term.

5 Measures

(1) Measures to control development pressures within the
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buffer zone
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In order to adjust the content and strength of the control of
activities in consideration of the specific historical land use
styles unique to individual places, the national government,
Yamanashi Prefecture, Yamanashi Prefecture, and relevant
municipal governments work together, without excluding
the possibilities of reviewing various administrative
procedures under applicable laws, from the perspective of
conserving the value of Fujisan. To be specific, by enforcing
the administrative procedures at various stages in an
effective and multilayered manner, such as prior notification
of controlled activities, prior consultation, public hearing,
and examination from technical perspectives at councils
consisting of academic experts etc., the effectiveness of
control measures are to be enhanced in terms of early
detection of potential development pressures, coordination
for consensus building, and monitoring.

Also, the relevant municipal governments of the buffer zone
are to pass their own landscape ordinances based on the
Landscape Act with the participation and agreement of local
people and set out the standards for the development of
good landscapes.

By mobilizing these measures in a multilayered manner, the
public awareness is to be raised and the momentum of the
whole society is to be built in support of the conservation of
the Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan.

(2) Measures to address specific issues

i Fuji Five Lakes
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Yamanashi Prefecture and relevant stakeholders are
discussing the uses of the lakes and landscaping at the
“Meeting for the Creation of Fuji Five Lakes for
Tomorrow” etc. Also, Yamanashi Prefecture has revised its
ordinance to make it mandatory for those who plan to ride
engine-powered boats on the lakes to submit the
“notification of navigation” to the governor of Yamanashi
Prefecture every year, so that the actual status of boat riding
can be obtained.

ii Oshino Hakkai springs

Oshino Village is implementing the Improvement and
Utilization Plan for the Natural Monument, Oshino Hakkai
Springs, including measures to improve the visual harmony
of buildings around springs.

iii Shiraito no Taki waterfalls

Based on the the Basic Plan for the Improvement and
Maintenance of the Place of Scenic Beauty and Natural
Monument, Shiraito no Taki”, shops around the waterfall
basin have been removed or relocated and an old bridge in
deteriorated condition has been removed; a new bridge
designed to blend in with the surrounding scenic landscape
has instead been installed in a location set back from the
waterfall basin. Further improvement work is to be
implemented in the surrounding area of this component
part, including the removal of the viewing platform, electric
poles, and electric lines.

iv Facilities at the fifth station on the Fujinomiya Ascending

Route

Shizuoka Prefecture, Fujinomiya City, owners, etc. continue
consultation and discussion toward visual harmonization
complying with the standards of exterior look (color etc.)
under the Natural Parks Act, the Law for the Protection of

_Cultural Properties, etc.
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v Facilities at the fifth station on the Yoshida Ascending
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Route

Yamanashi Prefecture is playing the central role in
providing opportunities for discussion among stakeholders
(Fourth Station and Five Station Working Group);
discussion is underway toward the establishment of
voluntary rules concerning visual harmonization from the
perspective of design, function, etc. of buildings and other
structures.

vi Signs and explanatory boards

vi

viii

Yamanashi Prefecture is currently proceeding with the
procedure for the designation of “Advertisement Control
Area for Landscape Conservation”, in which stricter
standards are applied for the permission for the installation
of outdoor advertisements, and is also working for the
development of guidelines for outdoor advertisements. It
also provides financial support to landscape improving
activities such as the refurbishment of the existing outdoor
advertisements that do not comply with the new standards
and the visual harmonization of the outdoor advertisement
to comply with the guidelines.

Shizuoka Prefecture has strengthened its control measures
for signs etc. by promoting the implementation of the Plan
for the Installation of Public Signs in the Surrounding Areas
of Fujisan and revising the enforcement regulations of its
Outdoor Advertisement Ordinance.

Utility poles

Yamanashi Prefecture is carrying out the underground
installation of electric lines etc. in the northern mountain
foot area of Fujisan.

Shizuoka Prefecture, in order to develop good landscapes in
the surrounding areas of Fujisan, is promoting the
expansion of areas free from electric poles in the
surrounding cities and towns of Fujisan; it has also set up
the “Working Group for the Expansion of Electric-Pole Free
Areas in the Surrounding Areas of Fujisan” as a forum for
discussion and coordination among stakeholders toward the
expansion of utility-pole free areas and has developed the
plan of actions to make Prefectural Road Miho-Komagoe
Route, the area around the Shiraito no Taki waterfalls and
other areas free of utility poles.

Private cars driving to access routes

Yamanashi Prefecture and Shizuoka Prefecture have
introduced a longer period of private vehicle restriction for
the Fuji Subaru Line (the access road to the fifth station of
the Yoshida Ascending Route), the Fujisan Sky Line (the
access road to the fifth station of the Fujinomiya Ascending
Route), and the Fuji Azami Line (the access road to the fifth
station of the Subashiri Ascending Route).

Development control along the mountain foot

The relevant municipal governments are planning to
complete the preparation of landscape plans by around
20186, collectively covering the whole component parts and
the buffer zone.

Also, in response to large-scale photovoltaic power
generation facilities (“mega-solar”) whose installation has
been spreading in Japan recently, Yamanashi Prefecture has
revised its ordinance to make it mandatory to submit prior

__Notifications to the governor of Yamanashi Prefecture for
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the installation of photovoltaic power generation facilities
exceeding a certain scale in the National Park Ordinary
Avrea in the northern mountain foot area of Fujisan.

In Shizuoka Prefecture, the most part of the buffer zone is
national forests or urbanization control areas where
large-scale developments are restricted. With regard to the
installation of photovoltaic power generation facilities,
municipal governments are encouraged to make it
mandatory, through their landscape plans, to submit prior
notifications for the installation of photovoltaic power
generation facilities exceeding a certain scale; Fujinomiya
City and Fuji City have taken their own initiatives in setting
out the control areas within the buffer zone and call for
cooperation not to install the controlled facilities through
the procedures of administrative instruction.

x Mihonomatsubara pine tree grove

Visual harmonization of the Shimizu Coast (Miho

Area)
Shizuoka Prefecture has set up and organized the
“Mihonomatsubara White Sand and Blue Pine Conservation
Technical Meeting”, which has just recently reached the
conclusion that minimum-scale L-type groins are the
appropriate alternative to the existing breakwaters that are
visually problematic. Further discussion is to be made at
this meeting to work on the detailed structure and
construction method, including the scale and color of the
L-type groins. Based on its outcomes, Shizuoka Prefecture
is to prepare an implementation plan for the concrete
realization.

Pine grove conservation measures
Shizuoka Prefecture is exploring overall conservation
approaches for the pine grove at the “Mihonomatsubara
Pine Grove Conservation Technical Meeting” and other
opportunities, including the measures to prevent the spread
of the pine nematode disease and those to produce the soil
environment appropriate for the growth of pine trees.

Measures to make roads free from electric poles

At the “Working Group for the Expansion of Electric-Pole
Free Areas in the Surrounding Areas of Fujisan”, Shizuoka
Prefecture, Shizuoka City, and other stakeholders such as
the authority in charge of the management of electrical lines
have discussed and agreed on the steps to make the
Prefectural Road Miho-Komagoe Route free from electric
poles and take necessary measures in consideration of
implementation plans for the removal of overhead electric
lines and the progress of road construction projects.

xi Vicinities of Kitaguchi Hongu Fuji Sengen—jinja Shrine
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The widening of Route 138, the national road passing to the
north of the compounds of Kitaguchi Hongu Fuji
Sengen-jinja Shrine, is planned. On the occasion of this
widening plan, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism has set up a forum for discussion
among the national government, Yamanashi Prefecture,



WOELSDDIEN FITHOWTHREFL T, Fujiyoshida City, local stakeholders, and academic experts
to discuss town-building issues in the surrounding area
including road-side landscapes and walking space.
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Strengthening of Monitoring Indicators
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In order to ensure the protection of the World Heritage
property area of Fujisan and to maintain and improve the
good state of conservation of the buffer zone of the
property, monitoring is to be carried out with appropriate
indicators; when negative impacts are identified, measures
are to be developed and implemented without delay to
remove their causes or mitigate the impacts.

In particular, monitoring indicators are to be strengthened in
order to keep track of the status of implementation of the
individual strategies etc. that are specified as policies and/or
measures for the solution to, or the mitigation of, issues and
to conserve and manage individual component parts as parts
of the whole property.
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2 Existing State

In order to carry out the monitoring appropriately, factors
that affect the property negatively and the corresponding
monitoring indicators are to be identified from the three
perspectives of the “the property and the conservation of the
buffer zone”, the “protection of individual component parts
and constituent elements”, and the “interpretation of
Outstanding Universal Value”; the periodical and systematic
monitoring is in operation.
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3 Issues

From the perspective of maintaining and enhancing both
aspects of Fujisan as “object of worship” (sacredness) and
“source of artistic inspiration” (beauty), it is necessary to
strengthen and add the monitoring indicators to reflect
spiritual and aesthetic aspects of visual landscapes.
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4 Policies
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(1)Addition of monitoring points for views to Fujisan

In addition to the two representative viewpoints included in
the property as a component part or a constituent element
(Nakanokura Pass on the northwestern shore of Lake
Motosuko and the Mihonomatsubara pine tree grove), new
viewpoints are to be set up within the property area and the
buffer zone so as to monitor the condition of visual
landscapes from fixed observation points.
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(2)Inventory of religious events related to the worship of
Fujisan
Religious events related to the worship of Fujisan, together
with measures to pass them on to future generations, are to
be inventoried.
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(3)Survey on the awareness of visitors
The understanding of visitors about the Outstanding

Universal Value of Fujisan and links between the
component parts is to be surveyed and fed back to the

___Interpretation Strategy.
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(4)Selection of indicators from multidimensional perspectives,
trial calculation of the target number of climbers, and
periodical evaluation and review
Indicators are to be selected from multidimensional
perspectives and the target number of climbers is to be
calculated on a trial basis. They are also subjected to
periodical evaluation and review.
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(1)Addition of monitoring points for views to Fujisan

In order to keep track of the status of maintenance and
improvement of the sacredness and beauty of the entire
Fujisan (the area including the mountain body and all the
component parts in the mountain foot) and to evaluate and
revise the measures to maintain good visual landscapes,
appropriate points to monitor the spiritual and aesthetic
aspects are to be selected and fixed-point monitoring is to
be conducted for visual landscape change, based on visual
observation and photography.

To be specific, based on the research and study for the
protection of the places that have been viewpoints since old
times, new monitoring viewpoints are to be selected from
the following three perspectives in addition to the two
representative viewpoints of the Fujisan mountain area,
Nakanokura Pass on the northwestern shore of Lake
Motosuko and Mihonomatsubara pine tree grove, which are
directly related to the drawings and photos of outstanding
universal significance that are described in the nomination
dossier etc.
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(MViewpoints toward Fujisan Mountain Area (Component
Part 1) from all directions

To select several places out of those located in the
surrounding mountain-foot area that contribute to the
explanation of the Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan
or became viewpoints newly in the Early Modern Period, in
order to carry out fixed-point monitoring of the views of
Fujisan.
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(i)Viewpoints located within the Fujisan Mountain Area
(Component Part 1) toward other individual component
parts and the buffer zones

To select several places within the Fujisan Mountain Area
(Component Part 1) from which the most part of the property
and the buffer zone is visible as viewpoints to carry out
fixed-point monitoring of the views of the property and the
buffer zone.
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(iii)Viewpoints located within each of the individual
component parts toward themselves and the surrounding
areas

To select several places within each of the individual
component parts or their surrounding areas that have
specific landscape-related issues as viewpoints to carry out
fixed-point monitoring of the views of the property and the
surrounding environment.
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(2)Inventorying religious events related to the worship of

29

Fujisan

In order to verify that religious events related to the worship
of Fujisan are transmitted and passed on from generation to
generation as intangible elements associated with the
Outstanding Universal Value of Fujisan, appropriate
religious events related to the worship of Fujisan are to be
selected and the number of participants is to be surveyed on
a continual basis.

To be specific, out of the events at the individual component
parts and constituent elements that are described in the
nomination dossier, those which are performed inter alia for



the purposes of Fujisan worship are to be selected.
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(3)Survey on the awareness of visitors

To evaluate the measures for information provision to
visitors and revise them appropriately when there are
problems, questionnaire surveys are to be conducted for
visitors’ understanding about the Outstanding Universal
Value of Fujisan and links between the component parts.
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(5)Selection of indicators from multidimensional perspectives,

trial calculation of the target number of climbers, and
periodical evaluation and review

To define the desirable “style of Fujisan ascents”, based on
which indicators are to be decided on from
multidimensional perspectives and the target number of
climbers is to be calculated on a trial basis. They are to be
evaluated and reviewed periodically.



