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Ambassador KISO’s Speech after the inscription of “ Fuji-san”

on the World Heritage List

Thank you Mr Chair,

| am so happy today that the Committee has decided to inscribe “Fuji-san”

on the World Heritage List. On behalf of the Government of Japan, | would like to

express my sincere appreciation to all the members of the Committee as well as

all the experts of the World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS who took part in the

process of inscription.

As you may know, for all the Japanese people, Mt Fuji that we call “Fuiji-

san” is a very symbolic and spiritual mountain. Since Fuji-san has a special

significance for us, 1 am very delighted that the outstanding universal value of

this sacred and beautiful cultural property has been recognised and

acknowledged by the World Heritage Committee.

| am confident that the local communities and relevant governmental

authorities of Japan will work together closely and spare no efforts to ensure

better conservation of “Fuji-san”.

Today, we have two Governors from the local authorities, Mr Yokouchi

from Yamanashi Prefecture and Mr Kawakatsu from Shizuoka Prefecture. So, |

would like to stop here and invite Mr Yokouchi to say a few words. Mr Yokouchi,

please.
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Since ancient times, Fujisan has been at the heart of the
Japanese consciousness. Accordingly, it is a great pleasure for the
people of Japan to hear of Fujisan’s inscription on the World
Heritage list.

We shall not forget this honor and will continue to do our utmost
to preserve the natural environment and cultivate the landscape
surrounding our beloved Fujisan, so that it will forever be loved

by the people of the world.

Thank you very much.
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I am truly honoured to witness this momentous occasion. Fujisan, a
natural creation of the Earth, has just been designated a World Cultural Heritage.

This inscription is not the end but only the beginning.

Yamabe-no-Akahito, a renowned Japanese poet in the g century
movingly sang: “Noble like a very god, soars the lofty peak of Fuji...shall be
spoken of in awe from generation to generation.”

In line with this spirit, the people of Japan shall proudly safeguard and
pass the legacy of Fujisan on to future generations. We hereby pledge to build a
Japan that is beautiful, affluent, and virtuous as Fujisan itself.

Thank you to the Chair and Members of the World Heritage Committee;

States Parties; and ICOMOS. And thank you all very much indeed for your

support.





